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To the Families of the 317th Engineers





July 1, 2010

Subject: Welcome to Kankakee County

Ladies and Gentlemen;

On behalf of the Citizens and Veterans Service Organizations (VSO) of Kankakee County, I

wish to extend to each of you our warmest welcome as you visit with us for your loved ones

return from Iraq.

Mrs. Margaret Lehr and I have worked closely these past many months to insure that your stay

will be both memorable and rewarding. Kankakee County has many exciting things to do not the least of which is the Chicago Bears on campus at Olivet Nazarene University conducting their preparations for 2010 season. Family members who are professional football fans should visit “Chicagobears.com” for all the training camp details. Most training sessions are free and open to the public. It is a great family atmosphere.

“Great family atmosphere” has governed all our efforts to facilitate your reunion with your loved

one. The Kankakee Municipal Band will be providing a prelude concert in the Community

Resource Center (CRC) for your enjoyment beginning when the troop carrying buses arrive at

the Indiana – Illinois / Kankakee Line on Indiana 10. WVLI Radio, 95.1FM will be broadcasting,

“live” from the CRC so that you and your children will be able to send your real-time messages

to your loved one who will be listening on board the bus. 

Olivet Nazarene University and The Daily Journal will be continuously capturing the events in the CRC and along the Motorcade route, which will be broadcast, “live” back to the CRC. These images and sounds will become the base material used in producing a “keepsake” DVD of the entire event. The VSO’s of Kankakee County will provide every Soldier, Family and the Unit with a copy of this DVD with our compliments, deep gratitude and in recognition of the exemplary service of all.

We have asked that the units’ arrival at the CRC be targeted for 11:30am. I would very much appreciate your arrival at the CRC between 8 and 9:30am. We will have education majors from Olivet ready to keep the children occupied with various projects. MOM’s Cookies from nearby Wilmington will provide snacks and refreshments for all. The CRC is completely accessible and you will find the members of the American Legion, the VFW and the Marine Corps League who, acting as ushers and way-finders, will be ready to assist you in every regard. In addition, the CRC is within the City of Kankakee Wi-Fi coverage area if you care to bring your laptop and web cam for your own bit of broadcasting.
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The 317th “Motorcade” will travel through the Kankakee County municipalities of

Momence, St. George, Bourbonnais, Bradley and Kankakee enroute to the CRC. Led by hundreds of motorcycle borne patriots and every Police and Fire Department of Kankakee County. You will be able to witness the outpouring of heartfelt Kankakee County gratitude and appreciation for you and your loved ones’ service to our country from your seats in the CRC as you enjoy the concert. However, at some point the sirens will drown out the band. Upon arrival, the troops will store their baggage, form up, and then march to their positions within the CRC. The US Army will then take charge of the agenda. At this point, I anticipate the excitement in the room will be quite high.

We, Kankakeean’s have the highest respect for your courage and the continuing encouragement

you provide to each other and your valiant troopers. Our task to be your reunion host is a

humbling honor we take with firm resolution to “get it right.” It is our sincere hope you find in

each of our preparations the complete evidence of our seriousness of purpose. Should there be

anything that we may have overlooked or any condition that distracts from your comfort, please

do not hesitate to bring the issue directly to me or to the attention of the nearest member of “Task

Force Thankful.”

I look forward to meeting each of you in the CRC on what I am sure will be a memorable day for

all. I have it on excellent authority that if we all earnestly pray for clear skies and cool

temperatures for this wonderful event it will be so.

Yours in Service;

James A. Ryan

Commander
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FRG 317th Engineers
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KEEP SERVING AMERICA, KEEP SERVING KANKAKEE


